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Advertising/Marketing Campaign – UMFF 2025 
• With Love, Your Body - Pernille Lund, Director - Award Winner - Best 

Advertising/Marketing Campaign - First Place Winner 
• Tricorder.Zero™ Online Ad - Marcus C.B. Soori - Finalist - Best Advertising/Marketing 

Campaign - Second Place Winner 

Afrofuturism – Black Sci-Fi, Fantasy and Horror – UMFF 2025 
• Strangers Invitation - Teddy Joseph, Director - Award Winner - Best Afrofuturism Feature 

Film - First Place 
• Black Ibis - Emma-Lee Amponsah, Director - Award Winner - Best Afrofuturism Short - 

First Place 
• Dante's Inferno - The Ascension - Sofian Francis, Director - Finalist - Best Afrofuturism 

Short - Second Place 
• Kim Weston: Motown’s Ghost - Valerie Denise Jones, Director - Finalist - Best 

Afrofuturism Short - Third Place 
• Mirror/Mirror - Drew Phillips, Director - Semi-Finalist - Finalist - Best Afrofuturism Short 
• The Legend of William Boucher - Kedra l Curry, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best 

Afrofuturism Short 
• Harmony: Chosen Warriors - Malachi Johnson, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best 

Afrofuturism Short 

Animation – UMFF 2025 
• In Half - Jorge Morais Valle, Director - Award Winner - Best Fantasy Animation  
• Holy Hevasness - Farnoosh Abedi, Negah Khezre Fardyardad, Mohammad Ghaffari, 

Directors - Award Winner - Best Animation - First Place 
• Moth - Youngju Ahn - Award Winner - Best International Animation - First Place 
• The Uptown Chronicles - Steven Goard, Alonge Hawes, Directors – Best Black Futurism 

Animated Short Film Award  
• Rain, Tear and Sweat - Yuting Cai, Director - Finalist - Best International Animation - 

Second Place 
• Hoang the Paper Boy - Ly Bolia, Director - Award Winner - Best Georgia-Produced 

Animation - First Place 
• Rubber-Band Man - Tania McCrary, Director - Finalist - Best Animation - Third Place 

Black-Centered Positive Storytelling – UMFF 2025 
• Father Time - Eli Joshua Adé, Director - Award Winner - Best Black-Centered Positive 

Storytelling Short - First Place 
• The Neighbors - Mimi Chakarova, Director - Finalist - Best Black-Centered Positive 

Storytelling Short - Second Place 
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• Mrs. Good Day Ice Cream - Emma K. Hilton, Director - Finalist - Best Black-Centered 
Positive Storytelling Short - Third Place 

• Brown Money - Warn Wilson, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Black-Centered Positive 
Storytelling Short 

• Day in the Life - Polo Jose, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Black-Centered Positive 
Storytelling Short 

College Student Filmmaker – UMFF 2025 
• The Honey Trap - Christopher Jordan, Director - Award Winner - Best College Student 

Short Film 
• Senior Moments - Robii Bijou, Director - Best College Student Comedy Short Film Award 

Winner 
• Me & Mr. Brown - Genesis Nelson, Director - Finalist - Best College Student Short Film - 

Second Place 
• Lt. Oreo - J. E. Ruiz, Director - Award Winner - Best College Student Dementia Advocacy 

Short Film 
• Foul Shot - George Matthew Harmon, Director - Finalist - Best College Student Short 

Film - Third Place 
• Monolith - Brennan Tomas Haley, Director - Best College Student Sci-Fi Short Film 

Award 
• Where the Water Goes - Grace Sullivan, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best College Student 

Short Film 
• The Butterfly - Caleb H. Woodsv, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best College Student Short 

Film 
• Children of the Waves - Kezia Sakho, Director - Award Winner - Best International 

College Student Short Film - First Place 
• Hot Tub High - Braxton Lee, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best College Student Short Film 
• The Favor - D'Angelo Harris, Director - Nominee - Best College Student Short Film 
• Red Hat - Nik Vyshinskiy, Director - Nominee - Best College Student Short Film 
• The Dead Dog - Ian Crawford, Director - Nominee - Best College Student Short Film 

Commercial – UMFF 2025 
• Minchu - Nikhil Suresh, Director - Award Winner - Best Commercial - First Place 
• The Flower Seller - Bertrand Alfonso, Director - Finalist - Best Commercial - Second 

Place 

Documentary Feature – UMFF 2025 
• Telepathic Letters - Edgar Pêra, Director - The Transcendent Imagination Award – 

Documentary Feature 
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• Birthright Afrika - Michael Rayshard Bennett, Director - Award Winner - Best 
Documentary Feature - First Place 

• PowerNomics - Justin Ervin, Director - Award Winner - The Economic Liberation Award – 
Documentary Feature 

• Ain't No Back to a Merry-Go-Round - Ilana Trachtman, Director - The Freedom Rising 
Award – Documentary Feature  

• When Does Freedom Begin - Linda Genereux, Director - The Freedom Reclaimed Award 
– Documentary Feature 

• Auraganic: The Gospel of Tuge - Rory Liddy, Director - The Heart of a Lion Award – 
Documentary Feature 

• Dangeous Games: Roblox and the Metaverse Exposed - Ann Shin, Director - Finalist - 
Best Documentary Feature - Second Place 

• Casa y Comunidad: Latino/a/x Housing in Oregon - John C. Arroyo, Director - Finalist - 
Best Documentary Feature - Third Place 

• Chœurs Atlantiques | Tales from the Atlantic Beyond - Safoi Babana-Hampton, Director - 
Semi-Finalist - Best Documentary Feature 

• The New Chimu Don Don ~ Okinawa Elections and U.S. Military Bases - Darthreider, Petit 
Kashima, Directors - Semi-Finalist - Best Documentary Feature 

• Mercy's Kennel - Tracy Bishop, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Documentary Feature 

Documentary Short – UMFF 2025 
• Voting Matters with Dr. Carol Anderson - Richard H Adler, Director - Award Winner - 

Democracy in Action Award – Documentary Short - First Place 
• Power Lines - Rick Flynn, Director - Award Winner - Best Environmental Documentary 

Short - First Place 
• Before 1619: She Took Justice - Bobby John Field, Director - Award Winner - Best 

Documentary Short - First Place 
• Oceanbone - Lani Cupchoy, Director - Finalist - The Sacred Return Award – 

Documentary Short - First Place 
• Love, Law, Legacy Documentary Short Highlights Florida's Trailblazing Black Legal 

Pioneers - Joseline J. Hardrick, Director - Award Winner - Best Documentary Short - 
Women-Only Directors - First Place 

• Michigan Visits Matter: The Family Cost of Incarceration - Bryce Mackie, Director - 
Finalist - Best Documentary Short - Second Place 

• Shankleville: A Love That Still Stands - Gordon S. Williams, Director - Finalist - Best 
Documentary Short - Third Place 

• Lifting Others - Jessica Gomula, Director - Community Engagement in Action Award 
Winner 

• Long Way to Go - Barry Godfrey, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Documentary Short 
• Daddy(s) Cry Too - Nicole Collins, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Documentary Short 
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• How Ethnic Minority Festivals Are Becoming a Part of Hong Kong Culture - Nicholas 
Gao, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Documentary Short 

Feature Film – UMFF 2025 
• Captives - Mark Yeazel, Director - Award Winner - Best Thriller Feature Film - First Place 
• Return of the Mack – Kamal Smith, Director - Award Winner - Best Feature Film - First 

Place 
• Seconds in Eternity - Christian Schu, Director - Award Winner - Best Feature Film - 

Second Place 
• Dear Momma – Tiona, Director - Award Winner - Best Feature Film - Third Place 
• Water Lilies - Chanho Lee, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Feature Film 
• Toxic - Ethan Evans, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Feature Film 

Georgia (USA) Produced Projects – UMFF 2025 
• Outside The Box - Devares Roberts, Director - Award Winner - Best Georgia (USA) 

Produced Short Film - First Place 
• Watch Night Watch Out - Bridgett Ladd, Director - Finalist - Best Georgia (USA) Produced 

Short Film - Second Place 
• Bad Signals - Matt McKisson, Director - Finalist - Best Georgia (USA) Produced Short 

Film - Third Place 
• Stupid Prizes - Nicholas Kenneth Watson, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Georgia (USA) 

Produced Short Film  
• Brannu: The Urban Horseman - Adelin Gasana, Director - Award Winner - Best Georgia-

Produced Documentary Feature - First Place 
• Cam Girl - Ian "El" Trutt, Director - Nominee - Best Georgia (USA) Produced Short Film  
• Special Award - Keelay Moore James - Winner – Georgia-Produced Triple Threat 

Director | Short Films: Second Stage, I Can’t Read Your Mind, and The Long Way Home 

Horror, Sci-Fi, Fantasy Short Film – UMFF 2025 
• At the Mercy of Faith - Andrew Arguello, Director - Award Winner - Best Horror, Sci-Fi, 

Fantasy Short Film- First Place 
• ParaGenex Season 2 - Dominque Da'Rell Miller, Christian Griffith - Award Winner - Best 

Horror, Sci-Fi, Fantasy Web Series- First Place 
• Palpable - Ian "El" Trutt - Award Winner - Best LGBTQ Short Film - First Place 
• Come Dance With Me – Nwaá, Director - Award Winner - The Queer Diaspora Short Film 

Award 
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Mobile Film – UMFF 2025 
• Equillibrium - Richard A. Williams - Award Winner - Best Mobile Film - First Place 
• This City - D. Alvarado, Director - Award Winner - Best International Mobile Film - First 

Place 
• Goodbye Lullaby - Rick Cerda, Director - Finalist - Best Mobile Film - Second Place 
• Feliz Fall, Witches! - Lorena Monagas, Director - Finalist - Best Mobile Film - Third Place 
• Bra Top - Akiko Matsumoto, Director - Award Winner - Best Comedy Mobile Film - First 

Place 
• Water - Behdad Esfahbod, Director - Finalist - Best International Mobile Film - Second 

Place 

Mobile/Web Apps and Digital Game – UMFF 2025 
• The Forerunners Gospel, Director - Ken Egu - Award Winner - Best Mobile/Web Apps 

and Digital Game - First Place 

Music Video – UMFF 2025 
• Ballad of a Super Negus, Director - Marcus Joyner, Monzelle Dozier - Award Winner - Best 

Music Video - First Place 
• Al Rawdah - Yasser Mohamed Abdelsalam, Director - Award Winner - Best International 

Music Video - First Place 
• Alfarida - Yasser Mohamed Abdelsalam, Director - The Poetic Illumination Award – 

International Music Video 
• C.R.E.A.M. – Joseph Smith III, Director - Award Winner - Best Georgia-Produced 

Christian Music Video 
• Everywhere I Go - Lukas Qiu, Director - Award Winner - Best Music Video - First Place 

Photography – UMFF 2025 
• Le Portrait - Manav Menon, Photographer - Award Winner - Best International 

Photography 
• Patriarch Praying - Xiang Wan, Photographer - Award Winner - Photography - First Place 
• Enjoy Trip Together - Xiang Wan, Photographer - Finalist - Photography - Second Place 
• People Enjoy Pope Francis’s Public Speech - Xiang Wan, Photographer - Finalist - 

Photography - Third Place 
• Church On The Hill - Xiang Wan, Photographer - Semi-Finalist - Photography 
• Two Performer Are Playing Traditional Drama - Xiang Wan, Photographer - Semi-Finalist - 

Photography 
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Podcast – UMFF 2025 
• Table Read Podcast - Mark Knell, Creator - Award Winner - The Page to Performance 

Award - First Place 
• Joan Kendrick and the Realms of Lahr - Tara Jamora Oppen, Creator - Award Winner - 

Best Podcast - First Place 
• Inside With D-Russell Podcast - Dijon L.M. (My-low) Milow-Russell, Smiley, Creator - 

Finalist - Best Podcast - Second Place 

Public Service Announcement (PSA) – UMFF 2025 
• Rainbow Classrooms - Madhurya Alankaar, Director - Award Winner - Best PSA - First 

Place 

Short Film – UMFF 2025 
• Sally White - Amanda Nevarez, Director - Award Winner - Best Short Film - First Place 
• Tyranny of Silence - Vega Montanez, Director - Finalist - Best Mental Health Advocacy 

Short Film - First Place 
• A Lovely Family - Pat Battistini, Director - Finalist - Best Short Film - 2nd Place Winner 
• Blind Justice - Morgen Whiteman, Director - Finalist - Best Short Film - Third Place 

Winner 
• Love & Its Consequences - Damian C. King, Robin Deeter, Directors - Semi-Finalist - Best 

Short Film 
• A Year to Life - Nikki Hevesy, Director – Semi-Finalist - Best Short Film 

Short Film – Women-Only Directors – UMFF 2025 
• Love Is Blind - Parneille Walker, Director - Award Winner - Best Comedy Short Film - 

Women-Only Directors - First Place 
• The Hotel Concierge - Adam Fallah, Director - Award Winner - Best Comedy Short Film - 

Women-Only Directors - Second Place 
• Red Blindfold - Laura Litten, Director - Nominee - Best Short Film 
• Chee$etown The Short Film - Jobarie Townsend, Director - Nominee - Best Short Film 
• Soul Tie - Maegan La Trese Philmore, Director - Award Winner - Best Short Film - Women-

Only Directors - First Place 
• Mr. Benjamin's Birthday - Crystle Viviana Dorsey, Director - Voices of Hope Award: 

Women Directors Addressing Men’s Mental Health - Winner 
• Caution Spawn Ahead - Stacey Larkins, Director - Best Experimental Short Film - 

Women-Only Directors – Award Winner 
• The Last Call - Karen G. Ruiz, Director - Award Winner - Best Thriller Short Film - 

Women-Only Directors 
• Rock Island Prison 1864  - Joy Shannon, Director - The Spirit of Freedom Short Film 

Award Winner 
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• I Can't Read Your Mind - Keelay Moore James - Finalist - Best Short Film - Women-Only 
Directors - Second Place 

• What Do You Mean By That? - Gawa Leung, Director - The Conscious Lens Award – 
Women Directors Confronting Racial Bias  

• Something About Tomorrow - Carole Murphy Copeland, Director - Award Winner - The 
Healing Through Love Award - First Place 

• Fowl Play: A Gameday Love Story - Myeshia Babers, Director - Award Winner - Best Short 
Film - Women-Only Directors - Second Place 

• Frangible - Marie France Louis, Director - Award Winner - Best Short Film - Women-Only 
Directors - Third Place 

• 40 Negatives - Leslie Jones, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Short Film - Women-Only 
Directors  

• Hormones for Breakfast - Jami Ramberan, Director - Semi-Finalist - Best Short Film - 
Women-Only Directors  

• Gangsta to Grace (Hustle to Hallelujah) - Valerie Denise Jones, Letitia Scott Jackson, 
Directors - Award Winner - Best Blend of AI and Real Footage in a Short Film - Women-
Only Directors  

• Second Stage - Keelay Moore James, Director - Nominee - Best Short Film - Women-Only 
Directors  

• A Short Walk Home - Rashada Coton, Director - Nominee - Best Short Film - Women-
Only Directors  

• The Long Way Home - Keelay Moore James, Director - Nominee - Best Short Film - 
Women-Only Directors  

• Lead - Brianna Black, Director - Nominee - Best Short Film - Women-Only Directors  

Trailers – UMFF 2025 
• Ageless - Audra Nicole Davison, Director - Award Winner - Best Trailer - First Place 
• Stonewalls Trailer - Kisha C.G., Director - Finalist - Best Trailer - Second Place 
• Battlefield - Xiang Wan, Director - Finalist - Best Trailer - Third Place 

TV Pilot/Series – UMFF 2025 
• SMT: Soulmate Tracker - Eli Joshua Adé, Director - Award Winner - Best TV Pilot/Series - 

First Place 

Virtual Reality – UMFF 2025 
• Back To The Past - Dario Melo Maciel, Director - Award Winner - Best Virtual Reality 

Project - First Place 
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Web Series – UMFF 2025 
• Scarman - Pavlo Cherepin, Director - Award Winner - Best International Web Series - 

First Place 
• ImSoTyRell Make Some Noise  - ImSoTyrell, Director - Award Winner - Best  Web Series - 

First Place 
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UMFF 2025 TOP 30 SCRIPTS 
• Enter the Cub - Miguel Rivera, ChuBBBs, Inc., Writer – LGBTQ TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Zanah Thirus : Redefined Perspectives – Zanah Thirus, Writer – Blog Script 

• BLUR (“But You Don’t Sound Black”) — Oneika Mays, Writer – Retro Black Teens - TV 
Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• A Year for a War Cry - Tarell A Drayton, Writer – Afrofuturism TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Renegades — Warner Miller, Writer – Afrofuturism Feature Film Script 

• No Chaser - Mark Heath Howard, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• The Trap — Romane Jean, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Process - Tanya Banerjee, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Children of Gabriel — T. L. Gardner, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Holy Rollers — Matthew Charles, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Plenty of Fish — Troy B. Lea, Jr., Writer, Feature Film Script 

• Trophies (Pilot: “Sunday”) — Phil Cook, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Doll's House - Katrina Jaxson, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Check the Rhyme — Barry Ward, Writer – Feature Film Script 

• The Town - Writer Al Mertens – Feature Film Script 

• Next Lifetime - Writer James Hosey - Feature Film Script 

• Failure To Comply - Writers Bobbie Lee Irvin, Jeffrey N Albert - Feature Film Script 

• The Old Man and the Paintbrush — Christopher Loveland, Writer – Short Film Script 

• Big Time (Pilot) - Writer Evyn J. Barron - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• Hopeful - Writer Rikki Gunn  - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• It’s Complicated - Writer Bertha Lynn Davis - Feature Film 

• At the Mercy of Faith - Writer Samuel Taylor - Feature Film Script 

• When The Veils Dance - Tayebe Babaei, Writer - Short Film Script 

• Twins (The Me in Us) - Pamela Davita Williams, Writer - Short Film Script 
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• Langston and Bacari’s Time Travel Adventure - LaRue Hasty, Writer - Feature Film Script 

• The Age of the Empath - Steve Brown, Writer - Script - Feature Film Script 

• At the Mercy of Faith - Terror Version - Samuel Lee Taylor, Writer - Feature Film Script 

• Blind Injustice - Danny Hanna, Writer - Feature Film Script 

• The Post NIC YOU - Dijon (My-low) Milow-Russell, Writer - Short Film Script 

• A Complicated Love Story - Dan Israel Adams, Writer - Feature Film Script 

UMFF 2025 TOP 3 — FEATURE SCRIPTS 
• RENEGADES — Warner Miller, Writer 

• Plenty of Fish — Troy B. Lea Jr., Writer 

• Check the Rhyme — Barry Ward, Writer 

UMFF 2025 TOP 3 — TV PILOT / SERIES SCRIPT 
• No Chaser — Mark Heath Howard, Writer 

• Year for a War Cry — Tarell Drayton, Writer 

• BLUR (“But You Don’t Sound Black”) — Oneika Mays, Writer 

UMFF 2025 TOP 3 — SHORT FILM SCRIPTS 
• The Old Man and the Paintbrush — Christopher Loveland, Writer 

• When the Veils Dance — Tayebe Babaei, Writer 

• Post NIC-You — Dijon L. M. Russell, Writer 

UMFF 2025 Best LGBTQ Comedy Series Script 

Enter the Cub - Miguel Rivera, ChuBBBs, Inc., Writer 

UMFF 2025 Best Emerging Crime Series Script 
The Trap — Romane Jean, Writer 

UMFF 2025 Best AfroFuturism Feature Film Script 
Renegades — Warner Miller, Writer  
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UMFF 2025 Best AfroFuturism TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 
No Chaser - Mark Heath Howard, Writer  

UMFF 2025 Special Awards 
• UMFF 2025 Top Concept / Originality Award:  

A Year for a War Cry - Tarell A Drayton, Writer – Afrofuturism TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 

• UMFF 2025 Emerging Voice Award:  
Children of Gabriel — T. L. Gardner, Writer - TV Pilot/Series/Spec Script 
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UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – MIDDLE AND HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 
UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEEN 
FILMMAKERS – BEST AFROFUTURISM SHORT FILM 

• Crescendo, Gabrielle Vance, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students and 
Teen Filmmakers – First Place Award Winner 

UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEEN 
FILMMAKERS – BEST SHORT FILM 

• Dreamer - Kate Ellis, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students and Teen 
Filmmakers – First Place Award Winner 
 

• What is Art? - Sophia Lee, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students and 
Teen Filmmakers – Second Place Award Winner 
 

• The Choice - Arianna Lewis, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students and 
Teen Filmmakers – Third Place Award Winner 
 

• Locker Neighbors - Joshua Velazquez Jaimes, Director - Videopalooza - High 
School Students and Teen Filmmakers - Semi-Finalist 

UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEEN 
FILMMAKERS – BEST ANIMATION 

• What We Imagined – Shubhavi Arya, Director - Videopalooza - High School 
Students and Teen Filmmakers – First Place Award Winner 
 

• Don't Move - Wide Angle Youth Media, Director, Symone Pope, Producer  
Videopalooza - High School Students and Teen Filmmakers – Second Place 
Award Winner 

 
 

  

https://umff.com/


Urban Mediamakers Film Festival (UMFF) 2025 Videopalooza Winners – https://umff.com  Page 2 

UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEEN 
FILMMAKERS – BEST JUVENILE JUSTICE SHORT DOCUMENTARY 

Second Chance, India Anne Mitchell, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students 
and Teen Filmmakers – Finalist 

UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEEN 
FILMMAKERS – BEST DOCUMENTARY SHORT 

• Ms. West - Zoe Alphonse, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students and 
Teen Filmmakers – First Place Award Winner 
 

• Running with the Lions - Christian Yoder, Director - Videopalooza - High School 
Students and Teen Filmmakers – Second Place Award Winner 
 

• I Am Project - Kevin Leon Albor - Videopalooza - High School Students and Teen 
Filmmakers – Third Place Award Winner 

------------------------ 

UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS – BEST SHORT 
FILM 

What We Imagined - Shubhavi Arya, Director - Videopalooza - Middle School Student 
Film – First Place Award Winner 

UMFF 2025 VIDEOPALOOZA – MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEEN 
FILMMAKERS – BEST YOUTH MOTIVATIONAL SHORT FILM 

The First Step – Aklen Nwankwo, Director - Videopalooza - High School Students and 
Teen Filmmakers – First Place Award Winner 
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